
 

 

 

The 10 Best Tequila Brands to Pick Up Right Now 
These days, some of the best tequilas in the world are more comparable to a fine bourbon or 
robust glass of wine than jello shots and beer pong 
By TIM CHAN 
 

 
 

Sure, tequila shots are fun at parties (and maybe gives you some liquid courage before stepping onto that karaoke 
stage), but artists rapping about “shots of Patrón” have really given tequila an undeservedly bad (and, ahem, cheap) rep. 
These days, some of the best tequilas in the world are actually more comparable to a fine bourbon or robust glass of wine 
than jello shots and beer pong. Patrón, one of most well-known tequila brands in the world, actually offers a diverse 
portfolio of authentic tequilas that you won’t find in nightclubs or seedy bars. Despite the brand’s hard-partying reputation 
(blame it on lyrical shout-outs from everyone from Lil Jon to Bruno Mars), the company is actually making some 
incredibly interesting, flavorful and expensive tequila these days, with bottles of its Patrón En Lalique: Serie 2 going 
for up to $7,500 online. 
Not flaunting rapper-sized bank accounts? There are a handful of smooth, premium-tasting tequilas you can get for under 
$100 too. You just need to know what to look for. 
 
What You Need to Know About Buying Tequila 
 
Region of Origin: All tequila comes from the Tequila region of Mexico, and in order for a spirit to call itself “tequila,” it 
must be distilled from agave plants grown in that region.  
Another thing to look for aside: a four-digit number that represents each distillery’s unique code. The Norma Oficial 
Mexicana number (or “NOM”) is assigned by the Mexican government and certifies that the bottle you’re holding 
is authentic tequila produced in Mexico. It also tells you which tequila producer it comes from. Tequila Patrón, for 
example, has a NOM of 1492. 
If your bottle doesn’t have a NOM, that means it’s not certified by the TRC (Tequila Regulatory Council), and not an 
authentic Tequila producer. 
Types of Tequila: Just like whiskey, there are different types of tequila, that run the spectrum in terms of flavor, color 
and potency. 


